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Our branch AGM, held in April 2019, included a fascinating illustrated talk on a 
trip made through Norway to the Arctic Circle by one of our committee members, 
Frank Ranger.  Frank shared with us fascinating sights and wildlife encounters 
culminating in a visit to Svalbard – Norway’s most northerly island and one of the 
closest land masses to the North Pole. 
 
Our Annual Summer Day School in July 2019 was a popular event as usual.  An 
entertaining morning talk at the village hall on the history of Ipswich Museums was 
given by Erica Burrows and followed by a buffet lunch.  In the afternoon a coach 
took us to Christchurch Mansion in Ipswich where we had a guided tour around 
the many different areas of the museum.  We were fortunate to be there whilst a 

ceramics specialist was sorting through some of the museum’s most prized exhibits 
and we were actually able to handle a few items and hear more about them.  That 
was an unexpected treat.   
 
Over the past year our group has held two lecture courses on Thursday evenings.  
The Autumn Term course 2019 was entitled ‘Revolutionary Britannia’  and was 
about Britain in the age of the French Revolution, 1788-1832.  A popular WEA 
tutor, Simon Doney of Stowmarket, guided us through this momentous period in 
British and European history.  He traced the origins of the Revolution and the 
political and social factors that drove the forces for change.  Particularly enjoyable 
were his illustrations of contemporary cartoons which brought home to people 
some of the often horrific events of the time.  There was much discussion over why 
Britain did not go down the Revolutionary route even though many of its aims were 
advocated here as well as across the Channel.  Support in Britain for a number of 
the radical ideals of the time came from some unlikely sources including female 
thinkers and campaigners such as the relatively unknown Hannah More, an early 
feminist who campaigned for education for women and the abolition of slavery.  
 
The Spring Term course brought another popular tutor, James Clarke, to our group 
with his expert knowledge and engaging presentation of cinema themes – this time 
the topic was ‘History on Film’.  James shared with us detailed information and 
extracts from films dealing with various historical themes including war (‘All Quiet 
on the Western Front,’ ‘Land and Freedom’ and ‘Empire of the Sun’), biography 
(‘Marie Antoinette’ and ‘The Leopard’), lives caught up in sweeping events (‘Dr. 
Zhivago’ and ‘The Age of Innocence’) and the horrors of slavery (‘Amistad’).   
 
Like other groups, the WEA has been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic and 
lockdown restrictions.  Our 2020 AGM in April had to be cancelled as did our 
planned Day School in July which was going to involve a morning talk at the village 
hall on the Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Lackford Lakes Reserve followed by a buffet 
lunch and a coach ride to the Reserve for a guided tour.  This has now been 
postponed to Summer 2021. 

 
The Regional Office of the WEA has told us that plans for the next academic year 
are still uncertain.  There will almost certainly be online courses available for the 
Autumn but our preferred option may be to wait until January in the hope that 
face-to—face classes can be resumed. 
 
If and when this happens we have decided that our future courses will be held on a 

Thursday afternoon instead of a Thursday evening as in the past.   


