
Report from The PCC of St Mary’s Church, Stoke by Nayland for the Annual Parish meeting 
of Stoke by Nayland Parish Council 

 
 
The PCC at St Mary’s have met throughout the year and have discussed ways in which the 
church building may be maintained to enable it to continue to be an important place of both 
worship and cultural activities. We are grateful for the ongoing support of many from the 
community as well as The Friends of St Mary’s who have generously supported various 
projects, including the Organ repairs and the paths around the church. These have needed 
constant upkeep, including the replacement of the lights because of vandalism.  
We have drawn up a list of jobs which will need to be looked at in the coming year(s), these 
include work to repair the tower, replacement of roof ladders, and essential maintenance in 
the porch and inside the church. Whilst looking at these projects, it seemed it would also be 
a good idea to look at creating an inside space suitable for community use for meetings and 
so on, as well as updating storage to create a clean and tidy appearance. All of these jobs 
will require funding and this will be a focus going forward – to ensure our building remains 
at the centre of village life. 
 
The PCC have continued to support the Village Primary School, including purchasing some 
CD’s for them to use in their daily acts of Collective Worship.  Revd Mark is a Foundation 
Governor and also a regular visitor, and Kids club was a popular activity with the pupils. We 
are currently looking to recruit more helpers to ensure that this club may continue going 
forward. Messy Church runs once a month to support our local families as well. 
 
We are currently in unusual times, and the PCC, as with all other churches across the 
country have had to take hard decisions to keep our community safe. This has included 
closing our church buildings, not holding weddings and baptisms, and conducting funerals 
outside with only close family attending. We, following national church guidelines, had to 
suspend the cutting of the grass in the graveyard. This has since been restarted as advice 
has changed. 
 
However, we are not ‘closed for business’, even if at present we cannot open the building. 
Services have been running on line every week; Pew sheets have been distributed on line; 
Practical support for those in need, both physical, financial and emotional have been 
bolstered; social activities have, where practical, moved on-line and there have been ‘virtual 
coffee mornings, all of which have been very popular in bringing together parishioners old 
and new together, at this time of isolation.  
 
We have not been able to hold our Annual meeting yet this year, and like the Parish Council, 
we are looking to do so before October, in line with the national guidance. 
 
 
 
Jane Addis 
Secretary of the PCC, St Mary’s, Stoke by Nayland. 


